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WAH YAN COLLEGE, HONG KONG.

SPECIAL STUDENT CIRCULAR 2009 – 2010
NEW LUNCH ARRANGEMENT
14th September 2009

As manifested in the Parents day for all Form 1 and new students and in the first assemblies for both senior and junior students, the school decided to allow only the Form 1 and Form 2 students to have lunch in their classrooms. At the same time, as a long tradition of Wah Yan, all classrooms will remain open during lunch hour for students to stay or hold meetings.

As this traditional arrangement haven’t been practiced for quite a while, with the understanding of the Parent-Teacher Association, the school decided to restore the practice in phases to test the adaptability of the current students and the real capacity of the canteen.

Starting from today until further notice, students of Form 5 to Form 7 are only allowed to consume their lunch inside the canteen or the spectator stand besides the sand pit. You are encouraged to stay in school to have your lunch in the first few weeks to help the school to conduct the stress test and unveil any potential problem that may arise. More public area may be opened in the future if the number of students staying in is much larger than the expected.
When the situation becomes stable, Form 3 and Form 4 students will join the practice.

Your tolerance and understanding of the new measure will be much appreciated.

Value behind the decision

Many people interpret “freedom” as the right to do whatever one wants. One’s “freedom” is only constrained by the limit of resources. For example, one should have the “freedom” to buy a super car if he has the money to do so. One should have the “freedom” to pollute if he has enough resource to hire somebody to clean up the mess.

Luckily, the FREEDOM stressed in the long history in Wah Yan is not that superficial. The FREEDOM we stressed is the inner freedom to make difficult choice for the greater good of mankind and greater glory of God at difficult time.

Jesuits teach generations of Wahyanite to live simple life and do meaning things despite of the innate desire of human. They taught us to consume as little as possible by setting good examples for us.

We foresee that by confining the dinning area in canteen and the spectator stand, less waste will be generated and less manpower will be required to clean up the campus afterwards. This is inline with the traditional value of Wah Yan though it is against the prevailing value of consumerism.

In the past, from the good role models of the Jesuits, Wahyanites learnt how to make the best use of limited resources and created their own space of inner freedom in their own ways. At lunch time, students took lunches on shift automatically. Somebody took the lunch first while the other stayed inside the classroom to do homework or other chores when the canteen was crowded.

Nowadays, these virtues of tolerance and cooperation were replacement by immediate gratification and extreme individualism. Without these virtues, it is different to bring Wah Yan to a higher level of achievement or make Wahyanites the agents of change of the world.
The most important reason behind the new measure is not the money or manpower that can be saved. It is the value that comes with the practice and the training that can be offered to Wahyanites. We believe that every generation of Wahyanite can understand the true meaning of FREEDOM and set examples for the generations that follow.
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